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Sakari Tepponen  (violin)

was born in Kangasala in Finland and got his first violin lessons at the age of 9. His first teacher wass his brother, two years later he entered the Music Institute in the city of Tampere. In 1973-75 he studied at the Sibelius-academy with prof. Anja Ignatius and later 1981-85 with prof. Nachum Erlich. In 1978 he moved to Vienna, where he completed his studies at Hochschule für Musik und Darstellende Kunst. with prof. Eduard Melkus (early music) and prof. Josef Sivo.

Sakari Tepponen is a reknown violinist in the Nordic countries, and he is higly respected both as soloist, chambermusician, concertmaster and pedagouge. He has been concert master of several Finnish orchestras, latest 1. concertmaster at the succesful Lahti Symphony Orchestra in 1987-97. 

In 1997 he joined the Danish chamber music group «Esbjerg Ensemble», where he holds the concert masterpost.

Sakari Tepponen has given concerts as a soloist and chamber musician in Finland and 

Scandinavian, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, England, USA, China, Estonia, Poland and 

Russia. In 2002 Tepponen gave a recital at the Musashino Cultural Center in Tokyo.

As a professor, Tepponen has taught in many violin- and chamber music masterclasses in 

Finland, Russia and the Nordic countries. He occupies the post as professor in violin at Vestjysk Concervatory of Music, Denmark.

Sakari Tepponen has recorded numerous CD’s with chambermusic and orchestra and as a soloist he has recorded concertos for violin and string orchestra by Mendelssohn and Karl Amadeus Hartmann. In 1996 he was awarded the Sibelius Medal for performing and recording Finnish violin music from the last century.      

